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English 
History



Sections of English History 

•  Pre-History—1066 A. D.

•The Middle Ages (4,5th century-15th century)

•The Sixteenth Century 

•The Seventeenth Century

•The Eighteenth Century 

•The Nineteenth Century 

•The Twentieth Century 



 Pre-
History—
1066 A. 
D.



Roman 
Occupation



 Roman Occupation

♛ Roman’s 400-year domination

  Julius Caesar led Romans to invade Britain in 
55 BC

♛ Celts from the northwest and central Europe 

    The  island we know as England was occupied 
by a race of people called the Celts. One of the 
tribes was called they Brythons or Britons (where 
we get the term Britain)



• Julius Caesar
Gaius Julius Caesar 
(100 BC –  44 BC) 
was a Roman general 
and statesman and a 
distinguished writer of 
Latin prose. He played 
a critical role in the 
gradual transformation 
of the Roman Republic 
into the Roman 
Empire.



Hadrian’s Wall



the most 
spectacular 
Roman remains 
in Britain 



The Most Important Results of the 
Roman Occupation

♚ Latin heavily influenced the English 
language

♚ Relative Peace 

♚ Christianity begins to take hold in 
England (but does not fully displace 
Paganism for several hundred years)



       The Germanic

      --the Anglo-Saxon 
Period(410-787) 







Viking 
Invasions 

(787-1066)



♞  They were Scandinavian invaders to 
England.

♞   By definition, Vikings were sea-faring 
(explorers, traders, and warriors) 
Scandinavians during the 8th through 
11th centuries. 

♞  By the end of the tenth century, the 
Saxons controlled again most of the country.







Norman 
Conquest of 

1066



William, the Conqueror

♛ In 1066 at the Battle of 
Hastings, the Normans 
(powerful Northern Frenchmen) 
lead by William of Normandy 

defeated the English and started a 
centuries-long conquest of England



♞The battle of Hastings 

   The Battle of Hastings occurred in 1066, 

between the Norman-French army Duck William of 
Normandy and the English army under King Harold 



Cultural impact of Norman Conquest

♟ A pivotal event in English history
♟ Beginning of  Feudal England
♟ Importation of a foreign French-speaking Ruling 
class, aristocracy
♟Spread of cultural transformation
♟Closer linked with Continental Europe
♟ Beginning of England-France rivalry



Do you know any 
legendary story? 



King Arthur 
and his 
knights of 
the round 
table





The Middle Ages 

      (4,5th-15th )



    The Middle Ages (adjectival form: medieval, 
mediaeval or mediæval) is a periodization of 
European history, encompassing the period 
from the 5th century to the 15th century. 



The Crusades were a series of 
religious expeditionary wars 
blessed by the Pope and the 
Catholic Church, in which 
armies from all over Europe 
tried to snatch the “Holy Land” 
in and near Jerusalem where 
Jesus Christ once lived from the 
“infidels” (i.e. Muslims). 

Crusades



♚ Richard the Lionhearted (1157-1199) 

The most famous English Crusaders was the 
Norman king, Richard the Lion-Heart, or Cœur de 
Lion. 



    King John (1166-1216), the 
younger brother of Richard 
the Lion-Heart was the 
youngest of five sons of King 
Henry II of England. He 
signed a document called the 
Magna Carta (‘Great Chapter’) 
by which he promised to 
recognize the barons’ rights 
to settle problems caused by 
these powerful local chiefs. 

King John and the Magna Carta



    The 1215 charter required King John of 
England to proclaim certain liberties, and accept 
that his will was not arbitrary, for example by 
explicitly accepting that no "freeman" (in the sense 
of non-serf) could be punished except through 
the law of the land, a right which is still in existence 
today. 



    A war between England 
and France which lasted, on 
and off, for a hundred years 
from 1337 to 1453. 

The Hundred Years War (1337-1453)



    It was fought entirely in France, and the whole of France 
very nearly fell into English hands in the famous battles of 
Crecy and Agincourt. 



The Battle of Crecy and The Battle of Crecy



    Eventually, partly 
through the inspiration 
of the brave girl Joan 
of Arc, and partly 
through the effective 
use of guns, the 
French drove English 
from their land for good.



    She was captured by the  English ally and, 
transferred to the English for money. She was 
put on trial and charged for witchcraft, and 
burned at the stake when she was 19 years old. 



    The Renaissance ("to be reborn") 
was a cultural movement that spanned 
the period roughly from the 14th to the 
17th century, beginning in Italy in the 
Late Middle Ages and later spreading 
to the rest of Europe. 

    Traditionally, this intellectual 
transformation has resulted in the 
Renaissance being viewed as a bridge 
between the Middle Ages and the 
Modern era. 

The Renaissance



Leonardo 
da vinci 



Mona Lisa



The 16th Century 

--A Transitional Period



the Name: 

House of Lancaster, symbolized 
by red rose

The War of Roses (1455-1485)



Edward III



House of Lancaster     House of York

Henry IV
Henry V (Prince Hal)
 Henry VI

♚ Edward IV
♚ Edward V
♚ Richard III, 

Crookback



    The final victory was that Henry Tudor, who 
defeated the last Yorkist king Richard III and 
married Edward IV's daughter Elizabeth of 
York to unite the two houses. 

    The House of Tudor subsequently ruled 
England and Wales for 117 years. 



The Age of Great Voyages

      It was an age of 
discovery by men like 
Columbus and Vasco da 
Gama



   Under the auspices of the Catholic Monarchs of 
Spain, he completed four voyages across the Atlantic 
Ocean that led to general European awareness of 
the American continents in the Western Hemisphere. 
Those voyages initiated the process of Spanish 
colonization, which foreshadowed the 
general European colonization of the "New World". 

Christopher Columbus 



    Vasco da Gama was a Portuguese explorer, 
one of the most successful in the Age of 
Discovery and the commander of the first ships 
to sail directly from Europe to India. 

Vasco da Gama



and the beginning of the imperialist expansion 
which resulted in European colonization of the 
“New World”.



Religious Reformation  

    The Protestant Reformation was a 16th-century 
split within Western Christianity initiated by Martin 
Luther, John Calvin and other early Protestants. 



    In England, the 
first great blow to 
the Roman 
Catholic Church 
was delivered by 
Henry VIII

The Reformation in England



    Catherine of Aragon failed to born 
Henry a male heir. Henry wanted to 
divorce her. This could only be arranged 
by the Pope, and the Pope would not 
agree. 



   In the year 1534, Henry declared that he and 
not the Pope was the head of the Church of 
England; in other words the English Church 
has broke away from central organization of 
Christianity. It is not until this great event that the 
Protestant questioning of Roman Catholic Church 
spread in England. 



    Establishment of the Church of England as the 
national church; Henry himself as the supreme 
head of the Church of England (parliament passed 
the law to ensure the reform)



Mary I,  the only 
surviving child born of 
Henry VIII and his 
first wife Catherine of 
Aragon

The Bloody Mary



    She was a devout Catholic, and had so many 
Protestant burnt to death that she is 
remembered less by her official title Mary I than 
y her nickname Bloody Mary. 



    Historians often depict 
it as the golden 
age in English history.  
Elizabethan age as a 
renaissance inspired 
national pride through 
classical ideals, 
international expansion, 
and naval triumph over 
the hated Spanish foe. 

Elizabethan age



    The Elizabethan era saw a great flourishing of 
literature, especially in the field of drama. 
The Italian Renaissance had rediscovered the 
ancient Greek and Roman theatre, and this was 
instrumental in the development of the new 
drama, which was then beginning to evolve 
apart from the old mystery and miracle plays of 
the Middle Ages. 

Elizabethan Literature



The 17th 
Century 
--English 

Revolution



James I, start of Stuarts

A firm believer of 
Divine Right of Kings



The “Gunpowder Plot”, 1605

    It refers to the most famous of a 
number of Catholic conspiracies in 
English history which occurred in the 
reign of James I. 



Charles I

    Charles I (1600 – 1649) 
was King of England, King of Scotland, 
and King of Ireland from 27 March 1625 until 
his execution in 1649. He succeeded, as the 
second Stuart King of England, in 1625. 

    He firmly believed in “Divine 
Right’. 



English Civil War

VS. 
The 

Parliamentarians 

The King and 
his Supporters



    "Roundhead" was the nickname given to the 
supporters of the Parliament during the English 
Civil War. Also known as Parliamentarians, they 
fought against King Charles I and his supporters, 
the Cavaliers (Royalists), who claimed absolute 
power and the divine right of kings. The goal of 
the Roundhead party was to give the Parliament 
supreme control over executive administration. 



♞ Oliver Cromwell

    He was the “Roundheads” leader during the 
English Civil War. who temporarily overthrew 
the Stuart monarchy, turning England into an 
11-year long republican Commonwealth.
    





The Glorious Revolution of 1688

    It refers to the event of 
1688 in the English 
Revolution, when the 
Catholic king James II (a 
son of Charles I) was 
forced to flee with his baby 
son to France.



    The throne was offered to James II’s Protestant 
daughter Mary and her husband Dutch king William, as 
William III. This is known as the Glorious, or Bloodless, 
Revolution.



    The Bill of Rights, or the Bill of Rights 1689, was 
passed by Parliament on December 1689 by 
Parliament to restrict the power of the Monarchy in 
Britain.    It lays down limits on the powers of 
sovereign and sets out the rights of Parliament and 
rules for freedom of speech in Parliament, the 
requirement to regular elections to Parliament and the 
right to petition the monarch without fear of retribution. 

Bill of Rights 1689



The 18th 
Century 



    Under Elizabeth, England soon came into 
conflict with the might of Spain, whose huge ships 
had been sailing the seas for a hundred years and 
who had established a rich empire in the Americas. 

    During the whole of the eighteenth century it was 
France. 

The Setting For 18th Century



Industrial Revolution

    The Industrial Revolution was a period 
from 1750 to 1850 where changes in 
agriculture, manufacturing, mining, 
transportation, and technology had a 
profound effect on the social, economic 
and cultural conditions of the times.  



    What marks the 
beginning of the 
Industrial Revolution?



    The Steam Engine, James Watt,  propelled 
the Industrial Revolution in Great Britain and 
the world.  



Mechanization in textile industry



The Development of Railway Network



The 19th 
Century 



Victorian Era 

Queen Victoria (1819-1901)

    Queen Victoria was the monarch of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland from 20 
June 1837 until her death. 



    Their nine children 
and 26 of their 34 
grandchildren who 
survived 
childhood married into 
royal and noble families 
across the continent, 
tying them together and 
earning her the 
nickname "the 
grandmother of 
Europe".  



    Her reign of 63 years and 7 months, which 
is longer than that of any other British 
monarch and the longest of any female 
monarch in history, is known as the Victorian 
era. It was a period of industrial, cultural, 
political, scientific, and military change within 
the United Kingdom, and was marked by a 
great expansion of the British Empire. She 
was the last British monarch of the House of 
Hanover. 





British Empire

    It originated with the overseas 
colonies and trading posts established by 
England in the late 16th and early 17th 
centuries. At its height, it was 
the largest empire in history and, for over a 
century, was the foremost global power. 



    By 1922 the British Empire one-fifth of the world's 
population at the time, and covered almost a quarter of 
the Earth's total land area. 



    The Scramble for Africa, also known as 
the Race for Africa or Partition of 
Africa by European powers during the New 
Imperialism period, between 1881 and World War 
I in 1914. 

The Grab for Africa



✸ The Origin of 
Species
    Its full title was On the 
Origin of Species by 
Means of Natural 
Selection, or the 
Preservation of Favoured 
Races in the Struggle for 
Life. For the sixth edition of 
1872, the short title was 
changed to The Origin of 
Species. 



House of Hanover

• George I, II, III, IV
• William IV
• Victoria  (1837-1901)



House of Windsor

• George V (1910- 1936)
• Edward VIII
• George VI
• Elizabeth II (1952-



The 20th 
Century 



The Setting of the 20th Century

    Within a few years of the death of Queen 
Victoria the Victorian stability had collapsed. 
The working classes became conscious of 
their inferior  position. The doctrine of 
socialism became widespread. Women woke 
up too.



World War I (1914-1918)

    It involved all the world's great powers: 
the Allies (based on the Triple Entente of 
the United Kingdom, France and Russia) and 
the Central Powers (mainly Germany and 
Austria-Hungary). 



Map of the participants in World War I: Allied 
Powers in green, Central Powers in orange, and 
neutral countries in grey 



World War II (1939-1945) 

    World War II, or the Second World War (often abbreviated 
as WWII or WW2) involved a vast majority of the world's 
nations—including all of the great powers—eventually forming 
two opposing military alliances: the Allies and the Axis. 

    The war was is generally said to have begun on 
1 September 1939, with the invasion of Poland by Germany. 



✸ Allies of World War II

    The Allies of World 
War II consisted 
of France, Poland, 
the United Kingdom, 
the British 
Commonwealth nations, 
China,  Belgium, Brazil, 
etc. 



  Adolf Hitler      Benito Mussolini    Hideki Tōjō



    Thatcher earned the 
nickname "Iron Lady" for 
her uncompromising 
opposition to Soviet 
foreign policy, and as 
prime minister 
implemented conservative 
policies that have come to 
be known 
as Thatcherism. 



Thatcherism

Low inflation

Free markets through tight control of the 

money supply

Privatization of nationalised industries

Constraints on the labour movement 


